28                          JAPAN MUST FIGHT  BRITAIN
Japan trims her sails.
In reviewing the history of the formation of the Alliance,
it must not be forgotten that Japan pursued a somewhat
disreputable policy of double dealing. The reason for which
was that her political crowd of the day was too ignorant
to be able to penetrate the designs of the other Powers, and
particularly those of Imperial Russia. We must go back to
August 26, 1901. On that day a high official, Count Inouye,
invited Katsura, the Prime Minister, to his house to discuss
with him a proposal that the visit of the Marquis Ito
Hirobumi to the centenary celebrations of Yale University
should be cancelled and that the Marquis should, instead,
be sent to Russia to open negotiations for a treaty. It may
have been that Japan was wearying of her efforts to maintain
her rightful interests in Korea in face of Russian aggression.
More and more bewildered by Russian guile, unable to
appreciate the ulterior motives of such far-seeing statesmen
as Nicholas II and Muravieff, and forgetting the earlier
example of Russia's treatment of Roumania, she thought to
try the effect of a treaty. Count Inouye believed that he
could not find a better man to carry out this important
mission than the Marquis Ito, who, fortunately, approved
of its object. He therefore proposed to send him to the
Russian capital, giving out that he was making a tour of
Europe and would visit Siberia.
By this time, however, Baron Hayashi Kaoru, the
Japanese Minister in London, had made considerable
progress in negotiations for an alliance with England-
Count Katsura, for this reason and because he did not
regard Japan's relations with Russia as seriously as did
Count Inouye, did not take what was said to him entirely
at its face value. He was, however, too adroit a politician
openly to dissociate himself from Inouye, and he remarked
that negotiations with England being already in progress,
it was an open question which of the two policies presented
the greater possibilities. He said that he would agree on
condition that a final decision was not taken until Ito had
been to Russia and had fully informed himself of her views,
On September 30 Katsura gave a farewell banquet
to the Marquis Ito, to which he invited Yamagata and
Inouye. During dinner Ito asked, "If Russia should agree
to all we ask, what are we going to do ? Will there then be